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The Epic Didicaroty 


I TENN NAA! KEY 0 »- + "\ 13 IN L £Y. "Y 
To wi Hogoured Friends, Madam Aarſh,, 
'and her Pious Sen and Daughters: |: 


T the Whotion and Deſire of your (ſince De-. 
"k ceaſed) Father and diuxband,” my Worthy. 


kriend, 1 did, after the Solemnization of his Funeral, 


deliver the following Diſcourſe to you in Private, And 
in order. to. Common Good, I have here made it Pubs 


lick. The Father of Mercies accompany it with his - 
Bleſſing upon you, and all others into whoſe hands it 


ſhall come, that thereby Love to and Faith in Chriſt 
may be promoted, together with Holineſs of Life and 
Comfort at Death. That you may not be unmindfal 
of that King of Terrors at his greateſt diſtances, nor 
terrified by bim in his —- approaches, I was 
greatly pleaſed to ſee your gracious Deportment under 
that Afflieiive Providence, which deprived you of one 
ſodeſareable,and that you were duely affeed with your 
Loſs, yet ſweetly ſubmiſſive to your God. Though the 
Cup was bitter,you did not faint nor murmur. eas 
indeed a Mercy that you enjoyed him ſo long, far he was 


| full of Dayes, and had a flouriſhing old Age. And it 


may be a Comfort, that you ſhall ſee him again in 
Heaven, where you ſhall Eternally rejoyce together 
-oþ 12 Gd, That your Souls may proſper, your Graces 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory;: 


increaſe, your Comforts abound, your Daies may be 
filled with Mercy and Duty, - and your ſelves at la 
received into Glory is the Hearty Prayer of | 


Vour Friend and 
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LUK. 2. 29, 30. 


Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. | 
For mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. 


HESE are the words-of Holy Simeon, who is ſuppo- 
ſed to be the Son of Hel, and Chief of the great 
Symnedrion, and Father of the Learned. Dofor G a- 
maliel, at: whoſe Feet, the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 

tiles, . Paul was educated. Concerning whom the Sacred Scrip=- 

ture teſtifies, that he was a Juſt and Devout man, 5. e. Godly, 
and Righteous, _ and Cautious; A man that managed 
his Life;- and ordered his a&ions with that due circumſpettiong 
as evidenced his fedulous care of. approving himſelf to God. 
This good man waited for the: Confolation of 1// aet, viz. the 
incarnation, or coming of the Son of God, the promiſed, and 
longingly expetted Meffiab; in whom all our comfortsare laid 


up, if we be 1/raelirexmdeed. That Jeſus alone can be our Con- = 


ſdlation, who is our Salration. It is only under his ſhadow we 
can fit with great delight,. becaufe under that alone wecan fit in 
ſafety. Thoſe men and Women that ſeek their comforts out of 
Chriſt, will find rhemfelves under: miſexable diſappointment. 
And by how muely the higherthey are raiſed! in hopesand cx- 
pedation, by ſo much the lower they will —_—_— into ſor- 
row and vexation: I do carneftly beſcech you, Chriſtians, to 
remember this, that Chriſt is the Conſolation of 1/rael, and im- 
prove it for-your Sonls advantage. Eſpecially I ſpeak. this to 
ub my Friends, - who. are moſt'nearty concerned in the late 
w ak of Providence, ber ny hr er ——— 

. Lear whither you ſhould repair: for ſupport and healing ; 
evento this-Jcſas, who'to this day, yea,. for ever: continues to 
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[2] 
be the Conſolation of 1ſ-ae!: and in whom you may find abun- 
dantly enough- to ſweeten this bitter "Cup; -—— mh 

This Simeon who thus waited, was well rewarded for his 
Faith and Patience, having this aſſurance piven-him, ' thathe 
ſhould not ſce Death, until he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. He 
ſhould not ſec Death until Chriſt was born: Chriſt ſhould come 
upon Earth before Simeon ſhould go to Heaven : From whence 
you may learn this truth. That waiting upon God is not in 
vain : much time may be ſpent in it, but it will not be time 
miſ-ſpent. God 1s not wont to ſend a waiting Soul mourning 
away. Such an one may come to God with a tear in it's Eye, 
but ſooner or later, it ſhall go from him, with a ſmile upon it's 
Countenance. Thou, O mourning, drooping Chriſtian, doſt 
not ſee Chriſt now, he covers himſelf with a Cloud ; well, ſink 
not under diſcouragement, but let patience have it's perfe& work) 
and do thou charge thy Soul to-wait on, I amperfwaded, be- 
fore thou ſceſt Death, thou ſhalt ſee Jeſus ; Chriſt will manifeſt 
himſelf unto thee; however, as ſoon as Death hath cloſed thy 
_ Eyes, thou ſhalt both ſee him, - and thy ſelf with bim in 
Glory. 

Well Simeon having waited long, though not too long, came 
into the Temple, which did then exceed in Glory, for there 
le met with Jeſus. And having met with him, he toook him 
wÞ inhis arms; and he was a moſt bleſſed arm-full ;- doubtleſs 
the good old man was glad he had got him, and his heart did 
leap within him. He never before embraced ſo great and glo- 
rious an Obje&. And I tell thee,: O Chriſtian, who haſt got 
Chriſt in thy Heart, and doſthug him in the .arms of thy Faith, 
thou haſt as much reaſon to rejoyce,, as S:meon did, - when he 
had. him.in his arms : for it is Chriſt in you the hope of Glory. 
If. he be formed in you, youſhall be ſaved by him. 

Having taken Chriſt in his 'arms, what didthe good man 
do 7 Oh / he bleſſed God, and truly he had reaſon, How 
could he be without his Song, when he had got him, who was 
his-ſtrength and Salvation. We have cauſe to bleſs God for 
Creatures, for our Health, Strength, Eſtates; and Relations, 
becanſe we are leſs than the leaſt of theſe, but'we have infinitely 
more cauſe to bleſs God for Chriſt, becauſe he is- a gift of the 
deareſt love, and of the greateſt excelleney. All Earthly* com- 
forts come- from the. hand of God,. but Chriſt comes from the 
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Some part of that which S:meon ſpake upon this occaſion,you 
have in the words of the "Text, in which take notice of theſe two 
things. 

1. Simeons humble petition and requeſt to God, Lord, now 
{etteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peac2, according to thy word. 

2, The ground or reaſon of this his requeſt, for mine Eycs 
have ſcen thy Salvation. 

This Scripture being caoſen by our deceaſed Brother for his 
Swan-like-Song ; I ſhall preſent you with thoſe ſeveral Obſerva- 
tions I have made upon it, and briefly touch upon them, and ſo 
paſs to that which I purpoſe moſt to in(iſt upon. 

Dott. 1. Every Godly man us God's Servant. So Simeon tiled 
himſelfhere, Lord, letteſt thou thy Servant. And ſo did Da- 
vid, Pſalm. 116. 16. O Lord, truly I am thy Servant, I am thy 
Servant. He gloried more in his being Gods Servant, than in 
his being King of 1ſ-ae!. | 

Wicked men are the Slaves of Corruption, and Vaſſails of 
Satan,the Scriptures ſaith,they ſerve divers Luſts, and truly that 
is an hard task : if a man cannot well ſerve two Maſters, how 
ſhall he ſerve divers, many. 

Their ſervice is meer drudgerie and bondage. Two things 
may juſtly diſcommend it; viz. they haye dirty works, and 
they ſhall have dreadful wages; their works foul them, and 
their wages undoe them. 

But you, O Saints, are the Servants of God, and you are ſo 
upon a threefold account, beſides that of your Creation. 

Firſt, Upon the account of your Redemption, which was 
brought about by the power of Chriſt, who reſcued you out 
of the clutches of ſin and Satan. Zuk. 1. 74. He hath delivered 
4 out of the hands of our Enemies, that we might ſerve him without 
fear,n holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days of our lives. 

Secondly, You are Gods Servants upon the ſcore of purchaſe, 
that Jeſus who purchaſed Heaven and Glory for you, hath alſo 
purchaſed you for himſelf, and the price which he laid down, 
was no leſs, than that of his own Blood : and therefore it is your 
unqueſtionable duty to glorifie him in your Souls, Bodies, and 
Spirits. 1 Cor. 6. 20, 

Thirdly, You are Gods Servants by virtue of Covenant ; 
you have choſen one another, he hath choſen you for his people, 
and you have choſen him for the Lord your God ; an agree- 
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| Tentered into Covenamt with thee, ſaith the Lord God, and thox 


becameſt mine. 


Uſe. Remember and ſeriouſly conſider then, whoſe you are, 
and unto whom you belong. Study and acquaint your ſelves 
with your Maſters will, and knowing it, apply your ſelves im- 
mediately to the performance ofit ;- let yourlife be a life of obe- 
dience'to God ; and whatſoever your hand findeth to do, as the 
matter of his Will, be ſure that-you do it with all your might, 
knowing that your labour ſhall not be invain : and that it is moſt 
highly reaſonable you ſhould be as induftrious about the work 
- God, as you have been about the work of Satan, as -dili- 
gent for your beſt Friend, as for your greateſt Enemy ; as in- 
duftriousfor the ſaving of your Souls, as you have been for the 
—_— of them. And for your encouragement and quickning, 
conlider. 


1. Firft, That in the ſervice of God there is perfe& free- 


. dom, his Yoke iscaſie, and his burden light. You are never 


fo much your own men, as when you are Gods ſervants : You 
are ſo his ſervants, as that you alſo are his Children : Your work 
iscut out by the hand of a moſt tender Father, and therefore 
it ſhould be done with-the Heart and Spirit of a Child. David 
reſolved to run the way of God's Commandements. 

2. As you have the nobleſt work, ſo you fhall one day have 
the moſt glorious rewards. You may now do your work with 
finging, you ſhall then receive your reward with admiring. 
When-you have done the work of Servants, you ſhall be inſta- 
ted in the inheritance of - Sons, where Chriſt is, there ſhall his 
Servants alſo be, to behold his Glory, antto ſhare with him in 
it, forthe Apoſtle affures -us, that he aud his people ſhall be 
glorified together. And their 'work is not ſo difficult, nor are 
their ſufferings ſo prefſing, but that their future Crown will un- 
ſpeakably excel them for its weight and ſptendar. 


Dod. 2, 1 Obſerve.: That Gods Servants muſt be at Gods di- 
Bpoſe, and not at their own. Lord, letteſt thou thy Servant depart. 
I dare not ſtir without thy order, thou didſt ſend me hither, 
and here I muſt ſtay, until thou ſhalt pleaſe to ſend for me hence. 
I am weary of 'being here, Lord wilt .thon difmiſs me, and 
give me leave tobe gone, It is Gods unqueſticgable cight to 


+ # aw 
order out as he pleaſeth concerning us, and that in-thefe things. 

1. God may cutoutfor us what workhepleaſeth, and lay it 
either in aQtive or paſſive obedience as he thinks good : Whatſo- 
ever his Will-is, we muſtnot diſpute, but obey it, and ſo be 
like choſe miniftring Spirits, the Angels above who dothis plea- 
ſure, yea, all his pleaſure. 

2. It is Gods right to carve out our allowances, either a full, 
or a ſcantie condition ; abundance, or want to ſet.us in 4 Palace, 
or upon a Dunghil, to cloath us in Scarlet, or in Canvas, to give 
us comfort or aflitions : We muſt be wholly at Gods finding. 
Feed me, ſaid good gar, with food convenient for me, he 
did not preſcribe to God, but left God to judge what was 
ſo. 

3. It is fit that God ſhould meafure out our time for us, and 
-beſtow upon us a louger or a ſhorter day of like; we do not live, 
nordo wedie at our own pleaſure, or at the will and pleaſure of 


men, but God. He is not only our Lord, but alſo the Lord of _. 


our time. So David cheerfully acknowledged, my timesare in 
thy hands, to make them cloudie, or ſerene, halcyon, or tem- 
png to iprolong, or to -contratt them, asſcemeth good to 

im. tis an indubitable part 'of Gods Royal Prerogative to 
order-concerning -us; and it is the unqueſtionable duty of our 
place'to ſubmit to his Orders. Whatſoever 'he- commands, we 
muſt do, even as did the Centurions ſervants ;, if the iſaid'to one.of 
them, Go, he went, if he ſaid to another, -Come., he came. 
Reaſon good we ſhould do fo, for all the Commandements of 
God are Holy, and Juſt, and Good; Andan Univerſal Cordial 
Reſpet to them will evidence our ſincerity, and ſecure us from 
thame. And whatſoever God doth, wwe muſt accept not only 
kiſſing :his Hand when it ſweetly feeds us, nor only his Arm 
when-it graciouſly:ſupports, 'but likewiſe his Rod, when it doth 
ſmartlylaſh us. Thereought tobe no diſcontents, no quar- 
relſome murmunrings, nor immoderate exceffive ſorrows, when 
he blaſts our ſweeteſt Comforts, or kills our deareſt Relations; 
yea, though he ſhould do it with a violent ſtroak, fer he may do 
what he will with his-own. When he deſtroyed IVadab, and 
Abihu by fire in the very a 'of their fins, Aaron their Father 
held his-peace. He ſaw that God —_—_— oked by them, and 
angry with them, and therefore. 4t his wiſeſtcourſe to 
be.quiet. -Itis-indeed extreme madnc Clay to /fay to 
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67 ; 
to the potter, why doſt thou ſo, or for the creature to contend 
awith his Creator. Such contendings procure us heavier blows. 


3. Do&. We may learn that Death is a departure ;, Lord | 
letteſt thou thy Servant depart. When a man dies, he re- 
moves ; He doth not then go back again into nothing, but into 
.another Place, and into another State, Chriſt called his Death 
a going away. Joh. 14. 28. Ye have heard how I ſayed vnto you, 
1 go away. So Joh. 16. 7. Jt # expedient for you, that I go 
away, for if I go not away, the Comforter wil! not coms unto y- 
Our Deathalſo isa going away. 

Thoſe that make the longeſt ſtay here, muſt be gone at laſt. 
A wicked man when he dies, departs out of his warm Climate, 
and pleaſant State, from his Friends and Riches, from his Com- 
forts and Delights, into Miſeries and Torments, which are In- 
tolerable and Eternal. Andit is no wonder if ſuch a man play 
loath to depart, and Death be unto him a King of Terrors, 
But when an Holy Gracious Perſon departs, he leaves all his fins 
and enemies, all his troubles and ſorrows behind him, and he 
goes to a better place, and better company, and infinitely bet- 
ter delights : He enters into peace and into reſt, and into the 
joy of his Lord. He gets off from the ſtormy troubleſome Sea 
of this World, where he was ſo frequently indangered, and 
baths himſelf in thoſe Rivers of pleaſure, which are at God's 
Right-hand for evermore. 


Uſe 1. Let the conſideration hereof quiet us, under ' thoſe 
Breaches which Death makes in 'our Families and Relaticns. 
Though it be very afflictive to think, my dear Husband is gone, 
my tender Father 1s. gone, my loving and faithfull Friend is gone ; 
Yet this will lighten and ſweeten that affliction, if we think whe- 
ther he is gone, from Earth to Heaven, from Troubles to Joy 
and Glory, from us to God, Chriſt, the Spirit, Angels and - 
Saints above. Oh Blefſed, and Everlaſtingly making Exchange. 


Uſe 2. Let the conſideration hereof quicken us, the good 
Lord grant that we all may frequently and ſcriouſly think of this 
our departure,. and induftriouſly beſtir our ſelves in order to a full 
preparation for it. Oh let us get our work done before we go 5 
Chriſt did ſo: Job. 17. 4. 1 have fitiſhedrbe work, which thou g4- 


” —_ 5 0 7% 


0 ww = to {1159 W3 


UIFEY 


weſt me to do, and now come I to thee. Mind; follow, finiſh that 
for which you came into the World, before you are called out: 
of the World, Oh! get your evidences fu'! and fair, that when! 
Death fiezeth upon you, you may lay hold vpon Eternal Life, 
Make ſure of Heaven before you come to leave the Farth. How: 
ſweet was it for Chriſt to tel] (is Diſciples, I go to my -Father, 
and to yourFather, to-my God, and to your God. 


Dot. 4. We may from hence learn this Leſſon; That a de- 
parture in peace 1s exceeding deſireable. This was the ſubject 
matter of Simeor*s deſire and prayer. Lord, letteſt thou thy 
Servant depart i Peace; He would go out in a calm, neither in 
a-ſtink through ſin, nor in a ſtorm through fear, but in an holy 

ce. - This 'promiſe was made to Abraham, the Father of 
the Faithfull Thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers in peace + Thatis, 
with a quiet,. pacate and comfortable Spirit, 'with joy and fſatis- 
fattion, without any trouble for what he ſhould part with, and 
withoyt fear of any thing he ſhould meet with. And you find 
Pſal. 37. 37: The Royal Prophet bids: you, Mark the perfeit 
man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man ts Peace. 
Whatever troubles he is encountered by, in his way, he hath 
Peace at his end. | 

A wicked man may an in Stupidity, but not in Peace, he 
may then be ſecure, but he is not ſafe, though he then have no 
trouble, yet he hath cauſe enough of trouble. My God faith 
there is no Peace to the wicked, neither in his Life, nor at his 
Death. Such an one dies in ſin, and-therefore he cannot dye in 
Pette, But now a Godly man, whoſe heart is ſprinkled from 
an Evil Conſcience, hath Peace in his Death, uſually he hath 
Peace with his own Conſcience, that befriends] him, witnefſeth 
for him, ſpeaks comfortably to him, and is an excellent Cordi- 
al ata dying hour ; Always he hath peace with his God, they 
are Friends ; he is Reconciled to God, and God to him; Moſes 
dyed at the mouth of the Lord ;. God kiſt him home. 


LY 

Uſe Well my Friends, I am confident. you all deſire ſuch a 
Death, you would willingly- go out of the V Vorld in-peace. 
Oh, let it not be only. the matter of your deſire, bat likewiſe 
of your endeavour, uſe means in- order thereunto, and follow 
eſe direftions, _ _. | 


C3] 

1. Make your peace now.z Ceaſe your-enmity” againſt God, 
throw Gia yorn weapons of Rebellion, mc unto your 
duty. How can thoſe perfonsrationally hope, that God ſhould 
be a Friend to them when they dye, who are enemies to God 
while they live, now, now, ſeek peaceand enſue it. 

2. e haſt to Chriſt, make ſure of Com unto him, 
He, and he alone is the peace, and the Prince of peace, there 
is no peace to be had out of Chriſt. Let him faith God, lay 
hold upon my ſtrength, that is upon Chriſt, that he may make 

with me, and he ſhall make peace with me, Have acare 
that you be not found in your fins, nor in your ſelves, nor in 
your own Righteouſneſs, truſting in that ; No, no, ſaith Pal. 
Phil. 3. 3, 9. 1 have ſuffered the loſsof all things, and dd count 
them but dung, that I'may win Chriſt, and be found in bim. | 

3. Look aftera ſandifying change in-your and naturesy 
follow Peace and Holineſs ; Holineſs both of inward' Diſpoſiti- 
on, and of outward ” gr n; _ _ BY peace, pu- 

ity and peace go » the worko teou is Peace, 
_ the fo of Righteouſneſs is wits. and afſurance for 
ever. REY and praftice of Holineſs you may loſe your 
peace with ſome'men, but you will keep-up, and maintain your 
pu with pate yea, geen _ too. _ 22. 11. 
He that loveth pureneſs of 3 the grace of bs lips, the 
King ſhall be bis Friend. Py WIEN 


Dot. 5. VVe may from theſe words gather this inftruftion, 
That atruly gracious man, may very well be willing and free, and 
forward to dye. Thus good Simeon was here, he prayed-for 
Death; Let me depart, let me be gone out' of this VVorld ; 
Do thou Zord ſend for me, that I may come tothee. And not 
—_— but he alſo prayed for a- quick diſpatch, a ſpeedy diſ- 

as-one' that 'was in haſt to be gone : As you may 
from that particle Now, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart z; He 
did fall well know, that he met dye one day, that was certain 
and unavoidable, the Chambers of the grave are red for a 


. theliving. but he world dye preſently, now O ! now 


without more-ado; now tarryings A wicks 
ed-midothnetcurdhiow long, Deech flxys;: be pots: that day 
ye becauſe he tools wpon- it ag a very evil 'day ; But 
200d Szzpeon did not care how ſoon Death came, he ſookt'ſor It; 
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yea, and helong'd. for-it, he thought it was too' ſlow pac'd, 


and its motions towards him not quick enough ; He knew Death ' 
would do him a good turn, and therefore he was a voluntier in ' 


dying. | 
And I muſt ſay this, ſuppoſing that a. Godly man have no cloud 
upon his Spirit, and no flaw nor blurr in his Evidence, ſuppoſing 


that God ſhines upon his Soul with the bright and comfortable. 


Bearns of his love and favour, and that his own Conſcience doth 


ſpeak comfort to him plainly, I know-no reaſon, no ſolid, ſub-- 


{tantial reaſon why he ſhould be backward, and unwilling to dye, 
unleſs it be ſerviceableneſs and uſefulneſs in the World : If once 
a Chriſtians. work be done, what ſhould he ſtay here for? If 
once he be full ripe for Glory, why ſhould he ſtand any longer ? 
It is-not worth his while to” continue here, were it not that he 
may do good in his place, and be helpfull to others, and yet far- 
ther ſcrvethe intereſt of Gods name and glory, and upon that 
account he ought to deny himſelf, and be willing to wait yet lon- 
ger for his Reſt and Crown. Thus it was with Holy Pax: 
Phil. i. 23. IThave adeſtre to depart, and to bewith Chriſt, which, 
u far bitter; "It was better'for him, he knew he ſhould mend 
himſelf ;. But ſaith he, ver. 24. Nevertheleſs to abide inthe: 
fleſh, is more needfull for you; They would need his company, 
and his labours, his counſcls, and his comforts, and upon that 
account he ſubmitted. Yer. 25. Having this confidence, I know- 
that I ſhall abide and contizue with you all, for your furtherance 
and joy of -Faith. And he was-content. ſo to abide. 

Indeed there is not any reaſon at all, why « wicked man ſhould. 
be willing todye, he can promiſe himſelf no good by it ; It doth 
not come Peacegbly to him, it brings it's ſting along with it ; He 
dyes to dye, his Natural Death is a paſſage to-Eternal : He lo- 
ſeth.all by Death, and gets nothing ; Therefore 1 ſav, there is 
no reaſon at all why-he ſhoyld deſire to dye. And there is but 
one reaſon (1 mean which is worth any thing, and which is not 
ealily anſwered g-wiy a truly Godly man ſhould be willing to 
live ? And that@sſerving his Generation according tv the will of 
God. Butl aniſure, there are a great many weighty and co- 
gent reaſons; why ſuch -an'one fhoule be willing to dye, and 
not only ſubmit to Death,” butalſo welcome it, and long for it; 
of which ; hall fpeak more by and by. 
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* , Dot. 6. A Sixth Inſtruttion, which theſe words do moſt free- 
ly affor, us, isthis ; That though a Godly man be never ſo deſirous 


ro dye, yet it 4s bis duty, and will be his buſineſs to. ſtoop, and ſub- 


. mit lus wHl to the will of God. Thus it was with this holy man, 
... ;he was willing and defireous to dye, he even longed to be gone - 


Lord, tetteft thou thy ſervant depart, but he would 'not go 
without licenſe, he would ſtay Gods time, 


Thovgh-Heaven be never fo deſireable, and this World ne- 


© verſo troubleſome, though the Country be never ſo pleaſant, 


and the way thither never fo tedious : Be' our ſickneſſes, pains 


. and croſſes never ſo great and heavy ; Be our enemies never ſo 


furious and violeut, our dangers never ſo eminent, our perſecu- 
tionsnever ſo ſharp and bitter, our temptations never fo fierce 
and fiery, we muſt in patience poſſeſs our Souls, and be content 
to-bear them, till God ſhall pleaſe in his own time to command 
for us, a deliverance out of them. LZet our conditions be ne- 


—— ver ſodark and diſmal, we muſt not eſcape by opening the door 


with the Devils Key, nor break out of Priſon by offcring vio- 
lence to our own lives. 

Fob had very dreadfull exerciſes, his State was ſad and deplo- 
rable; He was ſtript of all his outward cnjoyments, bereaved 
of his beloved Children, ſmitten in his body with ſores and in- 
flammations, his Wife was acroſs to him, and his Friendscruel ; | 
God himſelf carried as his enemy, and ſet him up for a mark to 
ſhoot at 3 He had but one comfort left him, that was the Teſti- 
mony of a good Conſcience ; Yet he was reſolved to wait all the 
days of his appointed time, untill his change ſhould come. He 
would not make more haſt than good ſpeed. As long as God 
was pleaſedto tarry, holy Fob was well pleaſ'd to wait. VVe 
ſhowld write after ſo fair a Copy, ſo to do is both- our wiſdom 
and our intereſt : For God is wiſer than we, this VViſdom is 
infinite, and his time is always beſt. He that goeth to his grave 
in Gods time, goes as a ſhock of Corn in its ſeaſon. God al- 
ways plucks his fruit, vvhen it is ripe and fit to be pathered ; 
He vvill not pluck it ſooner, and it ſhall not hang any longer. 


Lt. 7. The ſeventh Dodrine vvhich theſe vvords afford us is 
this. Gods promiſes are to be pleaded by us: Thus in the 
Text ; Novv letteſt thou thy Servant depart in peace, accor- 
ding to thy word, There is the argument-that he uſcth for the 
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enforcing” his Petition. He had received a Reve]ation from 
God, that he ſhould not ſee Death, 5s. e. that he ſhould not 
dic, he ſhould not taſte of Death, though he ſaw the Death of 
others, yet he ſhould not ſce his own Death, until he had ſecn 
the Lord's Chriſt,the Meſhah, or the Lord's anointed one, n2me- 
ly, Jeſusthe Saviour. And now, ſaith He, Lord, now that 1 
have ſeen him, do thougraciouſly grant ine my diſmiſſion. Be 
it unto me according to thy word. | 


Have you a word, O Chriſtians, a word of promiſe, bleſſed 
be God you are rich-in them, God hath abounded in promiſes 
to his people. You have words of -ineſtimable value, words 
better thay Gold,better than mans bonds, words that are ſuitable 
to, and cordial in every condition, into which providence can 
caſt you. Now then, what is your duty with refcrence to 
theſe words, but to make uſe of them. It is pity they ſhould 
lie by negle&ed, as uſeleſs. Fetch them out as you have occa- 
fion, and live upon them, that when you are rich in promifes, 
you may not be poor in comforts. You do deal, diſingeniouſly 
with God, and unworthily with promiſes, unleſs you uſe them. 


©. If any one ſhould propound this queſtion, What is that 
right and proper uſe which we ſhould make of promiſes ? 


A. I Anfwer, Turn them into Faith and Prayer, make uſe 
of the promiſes as food for your Faith, and matter for-your 
Prayers. Promiſes are the Life of Faith, by theſe things men 
_ faid-good Hezekzeh, and they are the irengrh of Prayer. 

men, 


1, You (muſt believe the promiſes. Set to your Seal that 
God isitrue, and faithful, that his Word is tetled in Heaven, that 
all his promiſesare in Chriſt yea, and in him Amen : 5. e. of 
a moſt ſure and certain accompliſhment ; and accordingly do 
you hope in them,;/and rejoyce in them, aud rely upon them as 
rome. Soc 4 - eaſt your ſelves upon the word, do not que- 
ſtion it's trut ; 'dGnot doubt of -its accompliſhment, but firm- 
ly expe&the making of it good, -whatever-the Devil, and Car- 
nal Reaſon,-and/Fleſh, and Blood ſuggeſt 'to the. 2Gtitrary. As 
long as you' have the aſſurance of a-promiſe , fear not Enemies, 
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'thovghthere'be Lions in it, and other” Ravenous Beaſts, worſe 


than they. = 

2. Your buſineſs isto plead the Word, 'and urge it, and beg 
.of God, that he would be pleaſed to fulfilit. We never im- 
prove-promiſes as we ought, until we turn them into Prayer, 
and preſs God with them. Thus David did, 2 Sam.. 7. 27, 
Thou O Lord of Hoſts, God of Iſrael, haſt revealed to thy Servant, 
Saying, 1 will build thee an houſe, therefore hath thy Servant found 
in his heart to pray this Prayer unto thee, Thus Simeon did 
here, let me depart according to thy word: and you frequently 
meet with theſe expreſſions in Pſalm. 119. Remember thy. Word 
wnnto thy. Servant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope." As long 
as that word was remembred, David knew, he himſelf ſhould 
not be forgotten. — My Soul cleaveth unto the duſt,” quicken thou 
me according to thy word. — My Soul melteth for heavineſs, ſtreng- 
then thou me according tothy Word. — Oh, let thy mercies come un- 
to-me, even thy Salvation according to thy word. —T entreated thy 
Salvation vith my whole heart, be merciful unto me according 'to 
thy word, You ſee how good David was at it. He had a mind 
to beanſwered, He could not indure to meet with a denying 
God. A gracious Soul had rather loſe his Comforts upon Earth, 
than his Prayers in Heaven. One of the ſadde(tgroans thatever 
ſuch an one did utter, is, Lam 3.8. When I cry and ſhout, he 
ſhutteth out my Prayer. Now Davidto prevent that, heſtrength- 


- ned his cauſe as much as he could, and ſodid bottom his Prayer 


upon: and back it with a promiſe ; then=he knew himſelf ſure 
of acceptance and anſwer ; for God: could not deny Davids 
Prayer, but he muſt in ſo doing deny himſelf too, and fallifie his 
own word: and therefore obſerve, how he gets hold, and keeps 


| it,” and wreſtles. Pſal. 143.1. Here my Prayer O ,Lo#d, : give 


. ſfwerme. Andtruly, Chriſtians,. thus we all 
would att wiſely and advantagiouſly for our ſelves. * Search the 


ear to my ſupplications, in thy fatthfulneſs anſmtr me, The _ 
cart 


* . man had the Covenant and Promiſes at that time in his 


and Eye, and thought he, now I may be bold, for 1 am ſurc 
mand whomever he doth ſend away with a repulſe, he can't 


. me; heis a faithful God, and therefore he-will anſwer me, and 


that according to the deſert of my heart z in oy faithfulneſs an- 
ould do, if we 


Scriptures, and ſce what promiſes ſpeak appolitely to your caſe, 


17. 
and take them, and carry them. by Faith in Prayer utito God, 
andthere put-thent in ſuit: Lord, | want Faith, : Patience, -2nd 
fneckneſs; 1, am in ſuch a difficultie, called out to ſuch works, 
beg aNaulted with ſuch temptations, environed with ſuch and ſuch 
im- and ſuch dangers, and thus and thus taſt thou ſpoken, Lord 
'er, make good thy.word unto me thy Servant. This, this is the 
27, way to obtain, and as Princes to prevail with God, 


und Doa..8. The Eighth Dodrine which theſe words afford us, is 
did this.That Chrift is God*sSalvation.GoodSimeon had been delight- 
tly ed with the ſight of Jeſus, and now faith he, mine Eyes have ſeen 
ord thy Salvation. He is the Saviour whom God hath choſen in his 

Wiſgom, raiſed up in his Love, and ſent with Authority. - He 


On 

uld is-not only. willing to ſave, and mighty to ſave, but he is 
hou alſo authorized, and commiſhoned for it. 

ng - All our Salvation comes ſrom Chriſt, both our Salvation from 
un - Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal Evils. © Our primative Sal- 
thy MY ; vation from Sin,” aud from Wrath, comes from Chriſt. He de- 


r'ro M livers us. from the guilt of Sin, by his Righteouſneſs imputed to 
ind us; and from the dominion of Sin, by the power of his Spirit 
ing .and Grace, and from the damnation which was due to fin, by 
th, «the ſacrifice of himſelf, which he offered unto the Juſtice of his 
ver  _Father, Hereſcued us out of the hands of Satan, as 2 tempter, 
he Þ -o that his fiery 'darts ſhall not mortally wound us, and as an 
th- B , Accuſer, ſo that his charges ſhall not take place, nor prevail 
fer to our condemnation. 


Ire Iniquities; and from Death, . and Hell, and he will never leave 
ids working, untilhe hath redeemed them from all their diſtreſſes. 
his. And all our poſitive Salvation doth likewiſe come from Chriſt. 


Ps It is he that xeconciles us to. God, that doth make, and keep the 
VE peace between God and us. He doth give vs ourtitle to Hea- 
od U - ven, and'our fitneſs for Heaven, and our poſſeſſion of Heaven. 
wrt He giveth both Grace and Glory. He doth firſt infuſe the princi- 
rc ple of Grace, and then adds the Crown'of Glory: He it is 
nt | _ that by his Spirit firſt breaths into themthe breath of a Spiritual 
nd # _ Life, and then imparts to them that 'Life more abnndantly, and 
N- then at laſtadvanceththem to, and rewards them with Eternal 


Ve Life. ! 
he The Scripture .calls him the Captain of our Salvation, and 


the Author of Etcrnal Salvation to all them that obey him 
om OOO | F 
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He doth redeem his people from all their - 
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Uſe. r. Oh, how ſhould weadmire thegoodneſs'of God in giv- 
ing Chriſt to us,and for us ; and how ſhould our Mouths be filled 
with his praiſes all the = 

Thus it was with good Zacharias, in Lak, 1. 68. Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath viſited, and redeemed his people, 
and hath raiſed up an horn of Salvation for us in the houſe of his 
Servant Pavid.Specially you that have found,and experienced his 
Salvation begun upon you that whereas he is a Stone of tumb- 
ling to others, he is a Stone of ſupport, a Foundation-Stone to 
you. And whereas he isa Rock of Offence to Thouſands, He 
15a Rock of Salvation to you.Surely upon this ſcore moſt inlarged 
places are dueto God, and comely for you. That man' that 
cannot be thankful for Chriſt, can be truly thankful for nothing. 
That heartis cold indeed, which this excecding Riches of Grace 
will not warm, mclt, and inflame, 


Uſe. 2. Look carefully to it, that you do not fail of this 
grace of God, that you donot neglett this great Salvation. Do 
not ſlight Chriſt, do not ſtand ata diſtance from him; forthere 
is not Salvation in any other. There is no name under Heaven 
which isa ſtrong Tower, in which you may be ſafe, but only 
his: No Wings under which you can find healing and ſecurity, 
but only- the Wings of this Eternal Son of Righteouſneſs ; there- 


—_ ſore be willing to accept of his help, and thatupon his own terms, 


which are moſt juſt 'and reaſonable. If ever he ſave you, the 
will not fave you in your ſins, but from your fins. He will be 
'fin's Death, if he be your Life. He will ſantifie you, as well 
"as well as fave you. He will Rule you, and Govern you, as 
well as fave you. He will bring you tohis Foot, if everhe 


bring you to his Throne. 'God the Father hath exalted hinrto 


be a Prince, as well as a Saviour, and he wilt be both, or 
neither. x | 


Uſe. 3. Be fureto flieto this Jeſus in all your dangers, and 
diſtreſſes. When your Enemies withont you are furious, and 
fears within you are high, ſo that your hearts are almoſt over- 
whelmed. then run to this Rock that is higher than you. When 
you find Corruptions are ſtirring within” you, wid you know 
not how to maſter them ; and when you'\find Temptations'are 


[15] 
violent upon you, and 1 are not in your own ſtrength able to 
reliſt them, go to Chriſt, and beg ye of him, that he would 
be your Salvation. Thus Pau{ did, when he had a Thorn in 
the Fleſh, and a Meſſenger from Satan buffetting him, then he 
beſought the Lord thrice, and had this aſſurance, that Chriſt's 
— was ſufficient for him, and Chriſt's power ſhould be made 

nownin his weakneſs. And that gracious anſwer which was 
given to Paul, may be an incouragement to you, and all the 
people of God, to take the ſame courſe in the time of their need, 
and as this is a moſt proper courſe, ſo it is moſt prevailing, for 
the Lordis good to them that wait upon him, and to the Souls 
that ſeek him. And if you will conſult your own experiences, 
they will tell you, that -you get moſt of your comforts, and 
molt of your victories upon your knees. And our Lord Jeſus 
himſelf, by his own example direQs you to this means ; For 
when Peter was to be Tempted, then Chriſt prayed. 

But there remains one thing more, very obſervable in the 
words,, upon which I ſhall more largely inſiſt than I have done 
upon all the —_— points. The ſight which this good man, 
old Simeon had of Gods Salvation was the reaſon, why he was 
ſo willing and ready, and deſirous to depart, and take his laſt 
farewell of this World. From hence | offer to your conſidera- 
tion this truth. | 


Dodt. 9. Thoſe that have had a ſight of Gods Salvation, may 
very well be deſirous of Diſſolution, and think, long till that happy 
day comes, which will convey them into the other World. Some 
men wiſh for Death meerly in a fret, or diſcontented fit, They 
meet with diſappointments and croſſes , and troubles, their 
eſtates fail them, their trading grows dead, their friends unkind. 
A Ship at.Sea is caſt away or taken by Pirates, they are vexed 
at this and the other, ayd hereupon they are weary of Life, 
and now," whether they be fit or no, they would fain dye, thus 
it was with paſſionate Zoah, when that a Worm had ſmote his 
Gourd, -that it withered , and the Sun darted his ſcorching 
beams upon his head, that he fainted, he wiſhed in himſelf to 
dye, gnd ſaid in his haſt, that it was better for him to dye than 
to live. Poor man, he had been put out of ſorts, and did then 
quite forget himſelf. 

But this is very ordinary among people, as 
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if every trouble 
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of life ſhould mage life it ſelf a burden. And as if, though our 
comforts be confumed, it: were not ſtill of the Lords mercies 
that we our ſelves are not confines : Ahd certainly, as ordiria- 
ry as it is, it is exceeding finfull ; "TE fpeaks a wofull impotency 
and weakneſs of Spirit, yea, and there ® in ita Spirit of rebel. 
lion againſt God, when men would live no longer: than God 
uſeth them as they themſelves pleaſe, and orders all things con- 
cerning them according to their own mind and hum6ar.- - If 
we did but ſeriouſly conſider the Sovereignty of -God, - and that 
asSwe are his creatures, we muſt be at his difpoſe, we ſhould 
ſce reaſon enough to ſubmit to him, and be filefit under all his 
providences. How great and how heavy ſoever our Croſs is, 
we ſhould carry it patiently, and be content to- bear it, ſo long 
as our God will have- us. OY a | t 

But now a ſight of Chriſt, and of Gods Salvation. by. Chriſt] 
iS a juſt and juſtifiable ground of ſuch a deſire, ſo that {till it be 
with ſubmiſſion to the vvill and good pleaſure of that God in 
vvhoſe hand our lives are. In the handling of this poiut 1 ſhaKl 
do theſe three things: ' "1973 6f | 


1. I ſhall ſhevv hovv or in vvhat .vvays a Soul may ſee God's 


| Salvation. 


2; That one vvho hath had the ſight of Gods Salvation, may 
very vvell be vrilling and defireoustodye. * Tit 

3. Andthen impproveit by vvay of uſe and application. 

Firſt, What is it- ts fee God's Salvation, or in vvhat vvays 
doth a man 6r woman ſee this blefſed fight, Unto that I ſhall re- 
turn this fourfold anſver.' | , 

I. There is an ocular viſion, or a fight of God*sSalvation 
withthe eyes of the body. This ſight ttioſe Saints had, vvho 
ſavvy Chriſt, vyhenhe vvas here upon Earth, and Tabernacled 
among men, andvvho beheld his glory as the glory of the'only 
begotten of the Father; 'This fight S:meon* had, vvhen' his Pa- 
rents brought him into: the Temp'e, then Simeon took” him- up 
in hisarms, and faid, mine eyes have ſcen. thy Salvation ; And 


upon that fight he was raiſcd,' andhis heart ſo raviſhed, that he. 


vvas vvilling immediatelyto ſet fail for the other World ; His 
Soul vvas ready to take itsflight, he thought he had lived long 
enough, -and «had ſeen-enough of-theſe inferiour objedts , he 
cared not for beholding the vanities of the World' any more. 
Jeſus in his ſvvathering bands did outſhine Princes in their Robe 


c- 
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can yyadethrough the greateſt 
thickeſt Clouds, nk roles arkoels, it} can fee within the 
' Vail, and behold thoſe inviſible glories whichare there. |; 
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end Throties: Andhavih a fight'of hitny he thovight 

there was nothi Ae rhanie fave Ear worth ſeeing- 
+.he had a mind to go ſe God in 


Having-ſeen Olritt upon 

Now this ſight we cannot haves and we need not have it now 
In:this ceſpett theiLorg Jeſus is uti of our fight ; [The Hea- 
vens do: contain” him, and 16 they; mwſt,. until the time come, 
whereinthere ſhall be the reſtitution of all things. And there is 
not any.neceſſity.of aur ſceing him in this manner, we are no 
loſers by his abſence. It was expedient for us that he went away, 
for it was upon his going, that the Comforter came, who is to 
abide with us forever. ; All-the work which -Chrilt had to-do 
upon. Earth, © was finiſht: before he went away : what remains 


further! to be done, heicandoitin Heaven, as he fits upon his 


his. Throne, -at the-right hand of his Father. And his bodily 
preſence would contribute: nothing at all to our advantage and 
corafort, We-have a great dealmore cayſe to plcaſe our ſelves 


with the thoughts of: his beingin Heaven, by. which we fee 


juſtice is ſatisfied, yea, that he entred there asour Fore-runner, 
to make way. for us, and to take glace ap for.us;. and that he 
doth-there ever live to make interceſhon for us And upon theſe 
accounts, though now: we ſee him nat, yet believing, we may 
very well rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, and fulfof Glory. ,For 
ſo in, thoſe dreadful days of Perſecution, the Primitive Chriſt# 


ans did as you may read inthe 1: Pee. 1.8; 


II,. Therefote there is a mentahor-intellettyal Viſion: A ſeeing 
of Gods Salvation with-a ſpiritual Eye; the Eye of the Soul,.the 


Eye of Faith,' which-can fee thingsremote, yea, "at the greateſt 


diſtance both oftime and place. It is the ſubſtance of things ho- 


s.a9t Teen; Heb. 3 3:1, 1 Baith 
odlrſes, and look through the 


That Speech of our Savjour to hig Diſciples, is applicabletto 
our preſent purpoſe, and richly. worth your Gankgeration. Zolre 
14. 19. : Yet @ little while,and the warkd ſtethy e219 moreybut ye-ſee 
me, becanſe 1 live, ye ſballsar alfe- The prophaney wieked, and 
unbetieving world ſhould ſre bingo more; they indeed fdidithen 
ſee him, and were offended at himy' they lighted and rejeged 


him, becauſe of his 'outward meanncſs, | | him 
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with aiperfe@&hatret;” thoy-ogrſpiredthin:Dieath, and:wert ns 
ver quict;4ill they-thad ſecn hina erveifird)|argiBtoath :bis- _ 
Weliſaith Chrilt,-:ere it belong, 'theſe 
more. Since Lam ſech a burden to them, 1 will caſe che ek 
burgen. - 'Sinve1 rom —rann mers nent cd Ira an 


cyeſbre to them, Lwidbe ſ6e-me:no more, 
they-thatl be-troubted Ge Erie hong $f (me, and” th 
ſhall bs honoured yo more' with the ſipht.of mel: Bur aith Chri 


- to his Diſciples; you ſes:me ;/(tharisz you». ſhall:ſoe -me. Th 


Preſent Tenſc's purfortheFurare, olhew-the certainty of the 
thing. As you fee nienow,) ſo-youſhallſce me hereafter. An 
that not only-with your-glorified:Eye,. with which you ſhall t 
hold:me, when we mcertopgether-u ny Fathers/ Palace, .wher 
you hall be like nc, 'becaufe yon ſhall ſeeime-as1 am,! but alſt 
You ſhall ſee me with a Spiritual Eye, :eventhat 'of. your Faith 
uſer my aſcenſion into'my Kingdom, you thall fo ſee me. 

'Andiitis obſervible;/that Chriſt did call upon-poor loſt Sinn | 
rovaks this of tim.long :befoxe his incarnation, -and ax 
ragce/in the- » Thus in Ifa.- 4 5/22": Look: write: me, and bt 
ye faveitall the ends of the Eaith, for 1 aniGod, and: there is nt 
ſe: "Now whenhe'thus commanded;::and invited- all the « 
of the Earth, totook to him, ous muſt utiderfand it thus, - th: 
Thy were/toIook tohim w Eye of Faichyandithat befor 
fra rid gh De Nags < and ſo! apaih thatex 
lent place, which reſpects us' Gentiles, MEA DUI? Jo 
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FRE It canſee we Heaven 5 you find 
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fo Parry 
Eo —_ SEE Rr et nd 
fortab nk e.ſfaw Devils incarnate-upon 
| wh Pie God. ſhicarnare 1% Hea 


Ek N19 SELL 3 


We beb 1b Glory ache Geaſe wh r So? of the Fa- 
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ther. The true Believer 


can, 
theſe lower Heavens : _ meas Toth daz > and-weakeny and 
blind the ,Eye.that dwells too long apon it ; for it is too eminent 
; bo ov he Sin of RK th, Tothat the 
and fortificy en yeo z lotnat the 
pong 2 ra y Oy ch beer he ee, the.more able he .1s to con- 
verſe with -the- pbyjeft,. becanſe. he is thereby. more allimilated, 
and lufted to it. 2 Cor. 3. 14- We all, with open Face, beholding 
«in aglaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame 
Image, fromgloryto g glee even 4s by the Spirit of the Lord. 
3. There isa hehe % =p Talyation by. the wes or_help 
of inward experience. ſees the Harveſt in 
the feed, the Togone | in ded. Fon Mitign tha is laid, the great- 
neſs of the deli "gn in the greatneſs of the preparation. In ſhort, 
heſces that which God intends for; him by that which God 
hath beenalready pleaſed to work in him. He doth both ſce and 


_ feel Salvation in the Soul. 


For, my Brethren, weare to kyow this, and ſerioully conſi- 
,der.it; that Salvation is.not a thing wholly future, i :is not only 
after Death, and in-the other world, bat it is newng preſe preſegt. 
Heaven is to be had here, as well as hereafter, 

—__ ſaved agrees ſhall never be faved. He that doth live an an ure 
Heayen pegjer this world, ſhall never entey into Heavy 
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| The —— Paul faith, Eph: 2.5 When we were dead in 


fine, we were 44 with- Chriſt, by grace ye are ſa- 


| » and made pattakers of Sprritoal Life, the 
life of $race and hol z then ſaved.” There is Heaven and. 
Salvation in the quickenings, as there is the total ſum 


| +, + the earneſt, and the crop or karveſt in the firſt 
Orv alf that bly in the 2 Tiai. 1.'9. Who hath ſeved © 


i, and —_ #8 with an holy calling. 1f you To effectually called 


word y ſaved, notonly in ſpe, but -in re, not only 
in hope bric in deed. ' That perſon who is turned from 
rl ur Js, ty and from the power- of Satan to God, is 


fro h to-Life, che is-out of 'reachv.of eternal dan- 


The ſame calling'is tor virtue and: glory, and. fo:far as 


ie cukdorh! « nh on invirtue, ſo high, fullſo high doth 
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from Od Rock) and"ingrafted into /the Lordi Jeſus Chriſt; 
that you ar&in' any \meaſvre-(though. never fo ſtall): made par- 


takersof theSpirit, Life and Grace of: Chriſt, then you may 


fir down in peace; 'and heartily rejoyce, for your eycshave ſeen 
God's Salvation. A renewingchange is a ſaving Change, and my 
brethren conſider how much this ſhould commend Grace to us : 

Oh how ſhould qu nn and beg it; andmuſe means for it, 
who have itnot, a rot that have it, how thankful] ſhould 
you be,” and how admire and bleſs God for it, fince 
there is Salvation in it, _— is a _— in 2 claſter, fullneſs 
ob 45:10 ferry Wha! Kg io tory in brokeuneſs of 


þ —_— the ts' of Heaven in a 
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ſword in-his (Potty GE, for bats s this 
torted from, holy Pa«lthat bitter oy; Ze a 

am; who ſhall deliver- me from this bod Nl 
my pkigue, but wheuce or by wee cr my deliverance ? 
And when he conſiders that deliverance. is wrodghe by Chriſt, 
_ he blefleth God for him, yore pager get is:to he 
+ brought to him by death, he thanks God and. this-is 
-;thing that makes this grim Meipger © vey and acrepabe 
to hint, becauſe he knows by that all the corruptian 
_ fhallbeknocked off, and he {hall be troubled with ſin no more. 
When he ſhall once lay downthe body of fleſh, he.ſhall alſo hy 
. down the body of (nanddea;h. 

2. The Godly man ſees enough render he comfoe of 
this preſent lifecheap tohim z. Sorthathe ve them too 
much, 'nor value them at too high a rate : Aber arrive ſo cheap 
as that he doth ſlight and deſpiſe them, or is not thankfull to 
God forthem ; He admires the goodneſs of God.in all his mer- 
. cies, eventhe very leaſt, the, courſelt, garments he bis and 
- the browueſt bread, he eats,,. and the meangſt lodging, the hard- 
. eſt bed he hath, Lamlcls ſid good Tacobs then; the & feaſt of all 
thy mexcies, 

But they. axe ſo cheap: as that he is not nnwilli ing to: part 
- with them, or to. go from them; Whenſoever. G pleaſeth 
he canpart with them - The primitive (ariifiens wok þ Joy vly 
the: ſpoiling of theix 1 ja and he can. go ya Bee. our 
.. nelued t0| Ailoly ,. and. to.be vith Chaift, g coul 

nay egretor reluftancy leave. the. World behind him; fo mo 

e did fee his God and Saviour before him. Thoſe comforts 

which God/ispleafed to afford -unto his people while they are 
here, -are of two kinds; ard and Temporal, . 


1. Godis pleaſed toafford, unto his People outward: Tem- 
poratcomforts; Theſe he hath inthe creature from. the hand of 
common; providence, which feeds'and.cloaths him, ' and pro- 


vides for him, and ſometimes wrings out to him waters of a full 


cup 3 But be his portion here never ſo fat, his outward. enjay- 
ments never ſo large, yer ry wth but RO yments,. they 

hex. for. a vile body, we da: confi 00 and, will 
fo els 2 pts og $ ico Free Er 
0 ous yet re it 
' Periſheth in the uſing. And beldes there's « ſnare in theſe 


VSETER IA 


as 5 Www 5 > W WW —_— 0 WW WW WP ”_ FF WT © # 


1 1 


_ 


ECESC I 


N GU non SS w RF 


L 25 ] 


things, ſo that we muſt uſe them with caution and fear ; there is 
aſnare in Relations, and in poſſeſſions, a ſnare in Riches and 
Pleaſures, a ſnare in Worldly Honours and Dignities. Oh, 
how often do theſe things divert the mind from God, and di- 
ſtrat the thoughts, and dcaden the heart, and embaſe the af- 
fetions, and clog the heels, and hinder holy motions, theſe 
are weights that preſs down, ſo that the Chriſtian moves Hea- 
vily in the way of God, and cannot do thoſe things that he 
would, nor any thing as he would; and it doth ſpeak a great 
deal of wiſdom, and calls for no leſs care, fo to enjoy the world, 
and take the comfort of it, as 'to avoid the ſnarein it, aud to 
keep our ſelves unſpotted by it. 


Secondly, - God is pleaſed to give unto his people here inward 


and ſpiritual comforts, from the hand of his Spirit, in the way of 


the Goſpel, and Goſpel-Ordinances and Duties. He gives them 
ſome cluſters from Canaan, ſome Piſgah-ſights of the Land of 
promiſe, ſome prxlibamens, and forctaſts of thoſe. Pleaſures 
hich are at his right hand for evermore; there' are the kiſſes 
f hjs.Lips, the manifeſtations of his Love, the witneſſings of 
is Spirit, the unſpeakable joys of Faith - and theſe are ſweet 
Indeed, and ineſtimably precious to thegracious Soul. - One da 
nthy Courts, faid David, are better than a T houſand elſewhere. 
hat a day of gladneſs doth a ſmile of God make,” and. what 

melody is there the ſofteſt- whiſper of Divine Love. No ſuch 
lay inthe week, as that of a Sabbath z and no ſuch meeting in 
he World, as that with God at an Ordnance, it affords ſweet- 
jeſs beyond expreſſion. | 
Butalas ! 'Here is ſomething toallay that ſweetneſs; the good 
nan doth too too often find himſelf unfitted for theſe things, his 
ul is out of tune, he cannot hear, norcan he pray, nor me- 
tate as he would, nor keep up ſo warm and intimate a com- 
union with God as he would : Wandering, and dulneſs, and 
eadneſs do adhere. to his duties; and he bluſhes and mourns 
d ſeeand conlider the iniquities of his holy things. 


And then again, he doth too frequently miſs of that good 
d comfort which he expedts, and waits for, he goeth out full 
lopes, and returns home blank ; He looks for much, but 
1s little ; he cannot ſee his Fathe iS.c0 1247 
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- heart; ſo that he begins to queſtion Gods Love, and his own 


utterly impoſſible that Death ſhould be his deſtrution. A man 
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a Cloud, nor can he hear his Saviours voice, for he hath with- 
drawn himſelf, and is gone 3 he cannot find thofe kindly melt- 
ings and warmings, and quickenings, and enlargings that he de- 
fires; but he gocth with a pittifully cold, hard, ſtraitned,dead } ;, 


Faith. 

If he doth at any time meet with his gracious God, and is ſen- 
fible of his doing ſo.. If he can ſay, God was with me of atruth; I « 
T have this day fate under the ſhadow of my deareſt Saviour with I 
great delight, and hisFruit hath been ſweet to my taſte. Alas it 
is but ſhort, (Rara hora brevis mora) it comes but ſeldom, and ill & 
it laſts not long. lt is but alittle viſit ; and no ſooner, it may be, If (. 
hath the gracious, Soul done bleſſing himſelf inhis enjoyment, I þ 
but he ſees cauſe to bemoan himſelf b his lofs. tr 

But however it be with ſome' particular Saints, 'upon whom g 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſtands and ſhines, ' with conſtant beams, [ 
yet this is molt certain as to all the Saints, that the' molt *ſweet, I; 
and frll enjoyment which "they have of God (while they are I t 
here) the moſt pleaſant and comfortable communion'they have MF «, 
with him, is but mediate. Chriſt looks upon hint through the I G 
Lattice, and they ſee him but- as in- a glaſs, darkly, - All their Bj 
refreſhings are conveyed by Pipes, they do not lie at the'Fun-' I ;; 
tain-head. When they are moſt preſent with the Lord, - they 
are even then abſent from the Lord and upon this account it 
is no mattet of wonder to ſee or hear that they are willing to ex- 
change a dark viſion for aclear. one, fſceing ina glaſs,” for a ſeeing 
face to face ;'to exchange interrupt pleaſures for permanent and 
abiding ones, and mediate fellowſhip for that which is immedi- 
ate. -Love is an uniting affeftion, and is ſetfor the ftrifteſt and 
cloſeſt embraces of it*sindeared'objett; © And fo a Soul that truly 
loves*God,. cannot; bub deligets. be-asnear to him as it can be, 
and ready'to exchange the comforts. ofthe way, for the joys and 
pleaſures of the Countrey. ,, - - - + © 

2. He thathath ſcen God's: Salvation, hath ſeen enough to 
deliver him from the dread and terrour of. Death 3 for this is 

Salvation, it 13 


. 


evident and obvious, that.if Chriſt be any mans 


that is in Chriſt is not out of the reach of Death, «but*he is ſecu- 
red from the hurt of Death... | 


Take 
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Take anunrepenerate man, one that is a ſtranger unto Chriſt, 
and he cannot ſee any thing in Death that ſhould commend it to 
him : It hath a dreadful aſpe&, ang a worſe iſſue ; he hath cauſe 
to fear both Death and its Followers - He is ftript at Death, 
and laſht in Hell. Death to him is a dark paſſage to outer aud 
endleſs darkneſs. 

But now as grimas Death looks, a Believer can eaſily diſ- 
cover 4 great deal, that will make it lovely; even Dcathit 
ſelf hath its beauty; as thus. 

It is a conquered Enemy. Chriſt went into the Grave it's 
ſtrongeſt hold, and there he baffled it, broke its Chains, and 
carried away its Gates; he diſarmed, and unſtung it ; ſo that 
Holy Pau! did, and every true Believer may play with it, aud 
triumph over it; ' 1 Cr. 15. O Death where # thy ſting, O 
grave, where #s thy vittory, the ſting of Death is ſin, and the 
ſtrength of ſin is the Law, but thanks be to God, who hath given us 
the vittory, through Teſus Chriſt our Lord, Though Death kill 
the Believer-yet it doth not dammage him ; and though it ſe- 
parate between his Soul and Body, yet not between him and 
God + Who ſhall ſeparate #4 from the loveof God in Feſus Chriſt 
oy Lord ? ſhall Death, ſaith Paul, no) ſaith he, in that, as well 
ain other things, we are more than Conquerors through him that 
loved 18. 

Nay through Chriſt, death is not only conquered, but alſo re- 
conciled to al} the Saints ;_ it is now become your Friend, and 
Servant, and doth you a real kindneſs , So that, as Solomon tells 
us, The day of your Death ws better than the day of your Birth. 
You came into the World crying, but you may go out of it 
riumphing, and with the voice of melodie.. The Primitive 
Unriſtians did not array themſelves in Sables at the Funerals of 
eir Friends; but in White, looking upon their Dying Day, 
5 the Day of their Nuptials. It was moſt terrible to Nature to 
de torn in pieces by Wild Beaſts, todieat a Stake, to breathe 
heir laſt in Flames, yet, in ſuch a-Death did they glory, count- 
ng Martyrdom their Crown. 

What though Death carry you from all your preſent comforts, 

t doth at the ſame time ſet you out of the reach of all troubles ; 
nd as it 'carries you from comforts, ſo it carries you to com- 
ts z yea, toſuch comforts as are far better than thoſe you 
with, It pullsdown this decaying and tottering Taberna- 
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de, that a more beautiful and ſtately Fabr'ck may be ered, 


It takes you out of your ſorry Cottages, aud carries you to thoſe 
Bliſsful Manſions which are in your Fathers Houſe. TheGrave 


it ſelf, though it be darkſome and lonely, yet it is a good reſt- 


ing place ever fince our Lord lay there : He hath perfum'd it, 
and made it both ſoft and ſafe. That Bed of Duſt is now 
better than a Bed of Down, or Roſes. Ir is true, in the Grave, 
though Chriſt's Body did not, yet ours muſt ſee Corruption, 
they muſt putrifie, and at laſt be Converted into Duſt z3 but 
that Duſt is more precious than Gold Oar, and ſhall accordingly 
be moſt curioaſly preſerved, not an Atome of it ſhall be loſt. 
And that Body which is ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed in 
power, and cloathed with immortality, and made like unto 
Chriſt's own moſt glorious Body. . 

4. And Laſtly, That man who hath ſeen Gods Salvation, 
hath alſo ſeen- all things amiable, and defireable in the; other 
World, whither Death will carry him. He hath looked with- 
in the Vail, and had a proſpett of that better Countrey. There 
hath he by the Eye of Faith ſcen incomparable beauties to ena- 
mour hm, an excellent Glory toadorn him, unſpeakable com- 
forts to delight him, the beſt of Friends to invite him, and an 
inwumerable Company of Angels and Saints to bid him wel- 
come. 

There ſhall be nothing at all that may offend, nothing in him 
to offend God, nothing without to.offtend him z nothing of ſin, 
and nothing of forrow; no temptation, no affliction, no danger, 
no loſs, no frown, no fear, no fickneſs, no pain, no want z no 
angry withdrawings, not one pricking Briar, nor one vexing 

orn. 

But there ſhall be all things that you can defire, and are ſuita- 
ble to that glorious State unto which you ſhall be advanced, all 
things that will contribute to your happineſs and comfort. The 
Scripture tells us, Pſal. 16. That in God"s preſence there will be 
a fullneſs of joy, and by conſequence there can be no ſcantineſs of 
enjoyments, but pleaſures for evermore, yea, a River of Plea- 
fures, nay, a bottomlefs, and boundleſs Occan of them; the 
Infinite and Eternal God muſt himſelf be exhauſted, before the 
delights and pleaſures of Heaven can be ſpent. Eye hath not 
ſen, nor Ear heard, neither hath entred intothe heart of -man 
what God in the Manſious above hath prepared, and _—_ 


for thenithat love him. There is a feaſt of Love,” a Crown of 
Life, and Robes of Glory. There is Abraham's Boſom, and 
ave the joy of their Lord, which is too big to enter into them, there- 
eſt. forethey ſhall enter into it, and be filled, encompaſſed and ſwal- 
Fi lowed up by it, as a ſmall Veſſel in the Sea. 
ow When once the gracious Soul hath ſet foot upon that coleſtial 
ve, | Countrey, and made its entrance into that ſtately and magnifi- 
on, cent Palace of the great King ; he ſhall be not only filled with 
but | farisfaQion, but likewiſe raptup into aſtoniſhment, and higheſt 
gly admiration > What am 1 that God hath brought ine hitherto ? 
oft, And what were all my ſerviccs, that they ſhould be thus re- 
lin & werded. Oh, how light and inconſiderable doth he now think 
nto M all his former ſorrows and ſufferings, if compared with that 
far more exceeding, and eternal weight of Glory. 
ion, What low thoughts will he then have of the Skin-deep beau- 
her K tics, and tranſitory delights here below, on which the beſotted 
ith- ® Children of men do fo fooliſhly dote. And with what an holy 
ere Þ ſcorn, and indignation will he call ro mind that pains men did 
ena- take for, and that eagerneſs with which they did purſue the tri- 
om- © fling vanities of the Earth, and how they ſcrambled for them, 
| an and quarreld about them. | 
vel- And oh how doth he wiſh and long for that bleſſed day, in 
which the Church militant ſhall be made triumphant , and 
all his gracious Friends, all his Brethren and Siſters in 
Chriſt, all the choſen and beloved of God ſhall be taken upto the 
fame place, that they may ſee what he ſees, and be poſſeſt of 
that which he enjoys. That ſo they may altogether contemplate 
the glory of God, and be ſatisfied with the fruition of him, and 
endear, admire, and extol Father, Son, and Spirit unto all Eter- 
nity. Lay all theſe things together, and you will eaſily ſee, 
that there is great, yea, abundant reaſou, why thoſe that have 
ſeen Gods Salvation, ſhould he willing, yea, defirousto depart 
in peace, and to take their flight into the other world. Aud now 
I come to ſhut up this diſcourſe with ſome application. 


And in the firſt place this ſerves to ſhew us, what it is, that 
above all things ſhould cngage, and draw out the vigour and 
ſtrength of our deſires ; namely, the fight of Gods Salvation. 
My Brethren, I beſ-ech you frequently to confer, that we muſt 
all die, there is no ſhift for it. Death will not be bribed, and it 
cannot 
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cAnnot befvoided: It is appointed for all men once to die, b 
a Statute-Law enatted in-Heaven, which admits of no my 
The aped Father of this Family is now gone, and the youngeſt 
Child here: muſt follow him ſooner, or later. 

Andis it not good for us to prepare for Death ? Will it not 
be our Wiſdom ? Will your Wiſdom more eminently diſcover 
it ſelf inany thing, thanin this * That ſothis King of Terrours 
may not be terrible unto you; that you may not fear him, but 
rejoyce inhim ; you will die uncomfortably, (this is pal: ail di- 
ſpute): you will die unhappily, if you die unpreparedly. Oh 
the horrour that will fieze an awakened ſinner upon a Death- 
Bed / When he ſhall think thus, my glaſs isrun, my time 1s 
ſpent, I maſtdic, butalas, I am not fit to die. I muſt now 
appear before my Judges, but | havenot made my peace. 

Now then go on and conſider, what is to be done by- you, 
in order to this preparation : A Life of vanity and folly willnoc 
fit you ; the more you fin, the more you herpin the (ting of 
Death. An eager minding the World, and purſuing the de- 
lights of that will not fit you ; the more you have indulged 
your ſelf in a courſe of prophaneneſs, the more afraid you will 
be to die ; and the more you have ſet your hearts upon the Cre- 
atures, the more loath, and unwilling you wil' be to die, when 
you come to die, the love of the World will make you unwil- 
ling to leave it ; and Conſcience of fin and guilt will make you 
tremble at the thoughts of appearing before God. 

Turn away your Eyes then from beholding vanity, and ny 
that they may be opened to fee Gods Salvation. Oh, ſtudy 
Chriſt, getan intimate acquaintance with him : Beg of God to 
reveal him to you, ang in you, that you may know him, whom 
to know, is life eternal, and never reſt quiet nor contented, till 
you have ſeen him by an Eye of Faith, and laid hold upon him 
by an hand of Faith, as one that loved you, and gave himfelf 
for you; and have acare that there be not a (deceptio viſue) mi- 
ſtake inthe caſe, but look tothis, that your ſight be ſaving, and 
the Faith you pretend to, the Faith of Gods Ele&t, that you may 
upen good grounds (ſuch as the Scriptures will warrant j appro- 


priate: him to your ſelves, as your Lotds and Gods, and Sa- 
viouge;!:. 7189 ©4972 1 

Reſtrnor in/any thing till you find and feel Chriſt living, and 
commandingin you'4 - his Imagedrawan upon you, his Law writ- 
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ten in your hearts, and his Spirit poured out ;, Take not up with 
a verbal profeſſion, formal duties, and unblameable Converſa- 
tion, common convidtions, and ſome ſtirrings and fluſhes of at- 
feQion : All this may be, and all come to nothing. Hypocrites 
may go ſo far, and yet they do not go far enough, but after all 
fall ſhort of Heaven. It is not the | we of Godlineſs that will 
avail you, but the power, not a name to live, but the life it ſclf. 
God is not taken with empty ſhews and appearances, he is for 
reality and truth in the inward parts; You can take but little 
comfort from Chriſt dying without you, unleſs you find Chriſt 
formed and living in you + notwithſtanding the Death of Chriſt 

ou may be for ever loſt and damned, unleſs you be made parta- 

ers of his Life. Remember and conlider that expreſſion, 
Col. 1.27. Chriſt in you, the hope of glory. When Chrilt dwells 
in you by Faith, when he is in you by his Spirit, and by his Gra- 
ces, then, and not till then is there a firm Foundation laid, on 
which you may build the hope of glory ; For hope ſo grounded 
is good hope, ſuch as ſhall never make aſhamed. 


Vſe 2. Theſecond uſe will be of Reprehenſion, Thoſe are 
blame-worthy, and deſerve reproof, whoſe eycs have ſeen 
Gods Salvation. Men and Women that do know- the Jeſus in 
whom they have believed, and are made partakers of ſanciify- 
ing, faving grace, and have had the manifeſtations of God's fix 
vour, and Covenant .love made to them, and are verily per- 
ſwaded that it ſhall be well with them when they dye, and that 
they ſhall go to Heaven when they go from Earth, aud yet they 
are loath to dye, and thoughts of. their departure from hence 
are afflictive to them. 


: When the meſſage of Death ,was PPog by the Prophet to - 


good' Hetehiah, he turned his face to the wall, and praycd, 
and wept fore. And good David himſelf,” though he knew 
that God had made with him an Everlaſting Covenant, ordered 
in a!l things and ſure, yethe crycd, O ſpare me. that I may res 
cover ſtrength before, I go hence, and be ſeen. no more ; 'He 


his head. : 
Ido not wonder that wicked, meg are loath to dye, \ferthey 


would faia livea little longer, and ſee.a few. more-days paſt. over”! 


get nothing by it, ray, they loſgall by it,. they are utterly xv- + a1: 
incd and undone by it. Death takes-them from all their ,good-- . 
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things, jovial companions, and pleaſant enjoyments, and car- 
ries them into that Lake which burns with Fire and Brimſtone. 
Therefore who would think it ſtrange that they ſhould put from 
them the day of their Death, which will beto them ſuch a day 
of evil. They have reaſon to deſire Life, yea to ſay, I would 
live always, becauſe it is better for them to live than to dye, 
if you kill them you ſpoil all. Such men may well ſay to Death, 
as Ahab did to Elijah, haſt thou found me, O mine enemy ? 
But here is the wonder, that a Godly man ſhould firmly aſ- 
ſent unto this truth, that there is another life after this, -and that 
that life is unſpeakably better than this, There is no compare 
between the comforts of this and the glory of that, and they are 
alſo confident, that when once they are abſent from the body, 
they ſhall be preſent with the Lord, and when oace this frail, 
uncertain, troubleſome life ſhall come to an end, they ſhall live 
that better life, when once they are got off this ſtormy tempeſty- 
ous Sea, they ſhall bath themſelves Eternally in thoſe Rivers of 
Pleaſures, which are at God's Right-hand ; And yet Death is 
a word that ſounds harſh in their ears, they care not to hear of 
it -, when they think of it they are troubled, A Deaths head 
upon the board ſpoils the Mirth, and marrs the Feaſt, it doth 
not only make them ſerious, that it ſhould do, but it alſo makes 
them ſad and dumpiſh, and till they have deſires that they may, 
and ſome hope that they ſhall have a longer continuance in the 
World, and draw out ſome more years, yet before they come 
tothe end of their line. 1 muſtand do moſt readily grant that 
long life is a bleſſing, a great bleſſing, as ſuch, it is the matter 
of the promiſe, but withall know, Eternal Life is a greater 
bleſſing, and he is noloſer that lives but a little while here, and 
then goes to live for ever with God, For gracious perſons that 
have ſeen God's Salvation, and know they have ſeen it, I ſa 
for ſuch to be unwilling to dye carryes two evils in the " fobar 4 


1, It is too great a maguifying of this preſent evil World, 
an.over-valuing of it, and a ſetting too high a rate, indeed an 
unreaſonable price upon the enjoyments and delights of it ; 
Your efteem of them are far above their intrinſic worth, what 
will carnal men ſay, who ſtand by, and ſee how you are wed- 


. ded to the World ,} and unwilling to be divorced from it ? 
What have they reaſon to- ſay, but that you find a great deal 
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init ? You taſt the fatneſs of the Olive, and the ſweetneſs of 
the Vine, and ſo think it is good to be here. Certainly this 
ſpeaks your fetting your hearts too much upon the Creatures. 
And hereby you do juftifie and encourage them in their Workd- 
lineſs,they are ſtrengthened in their love of the World, and de- 
votedneſsto it ; And alſo you do hereby croſs and thwart God, 
and' run counter to him in one of his grand deſigns, which is to 
wean his People from the World, and to take their hearts off 
fromcreature delights, which do ingroſs ſo much of therr time, 
and cares, and do ſo much diſtra& their thoughts, and embaſe 
their Spirits, and hinder them both as to their ſervice of God, 
and Communion with him ; And indeed, how indecorous and 
unbecoming is it for Heaven born Souls to embrace Dunghills, 
and for thoſe rhat profeſs themſelves riſen with Chriſt to ſer their 
affetions upon thoſe things that are here upon Earth ; And for 
you who are the children of God, and heirs of Heaven, to 


mind.carnal things. Itis far more unſcemly than to ſee the heir | 


of a Crown ing Ovens, or raking Kennels. 

After on OReins ſaith our ov, oy do the Gentiles ſeek, 
that is, thoſe who know no better, who are without God in the 
World, who are drowned in the fleſh, and ::1nderſtand not the 
worth of an immortal Sov!, and pon theſe things let them dote 
fill, alafs, their portion is in this hfe, being Aliens from the 
Covenants of promiſe : and having no hop2. Butasfor you who 
have been taught of God, who have heard of a blefſed immor- 
tality, who have ſcen tfloſe invilibleglories that are within the 
vail, you ſhould be difingaged from alt inferiour delights, and 
carry towards them with a Spirit of indifference , You ſhould 
uſethe world but do not love it, make it ferve your occaſions, 
but ſuffer it not to command your afſeftions ; VVhile you have 
it in your hands, and in your cheſts, keep it out of yourhcarts. 
The world is (as we uſe to ſay of fire) a very good ſervant, but 
a very bad maſter. Things are uſefull and beautifull in their 
places, ſo is the world, but when it is in the heart, it is out of 
its place, and then it is ſtark nought, and doth much hurt. 


2. For thoſe, who are the people of God, and do know they - 


= ſo, whohave ſeen God's artuL I fay.for them bs be an- 
willing todye'is a great reproach and diſparagement to thoſe g'o- 
ries whichrare hs. Chriftians, you do hereby bring up an 
ill report upon the Land of promiſe, as if the Honey and Milk 
of Canaan were not ſo good & defir. able as the Garlick & Oni- 
—_— a TAY ons 
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Ms pt, what is the interpretation & meaning of ſuch a Spi- 
The at you fear it will be to your 16ſs to exchange Earth for 
eng & talcave delights Temporal for thoſe that are Eternal, 
What ſhall I ay, this averſeneſs from Death, and loathneſſes 
to: depart from hence is a piece of praftical blaſphemy, as'if 
theſe ſorry cottages were better to inhabit than thoſe ſtately Pal- 
laces, that theſe puddle delights, aud muddy ſtreams were more 
delicious and defireable, . tha:: that pure River of water of life, 
which is clear as Chryſtal, ana prcceeds out of the Throne of 
God, and of the Latab, as if theſe childiſh and trifling vanities 
did out-weigh and out- worth the glories which are above ; And 
theſe pitiful] contemptible glow-worms did out-ſhine and obſcure 
the Ertcrnal- Sun of Righteouſneſs ; As if God would. take. you 
from hence to your loſs, and you ſhould be better iti a ſtrange 
Land than in your Fathers houſe; And- the preparations that 
God hath made for Eternity, are not ſo good as thoſe that he 
hath, made for a ſhort time, and ſo Abraham, Iſaac, Facob, Da- 
vids, Peter, Paul, and the reſt of the Saints departed, had better 
have ſtaid here, and now they- are with, God, do wiſh, them- 
ſelves with us again. Ina word, it is as if the immediate. and 
fall enjoyment of God would not be ſufficient for you, you could 
not find room-cnough, nor goodneſs and delights cnough in a 
God, but you muſt go begging to the door of creatures, and 
pared up to your ſelves an happineſs with theſe ſmall, and ſorry 
reds of being, and you have ſound more to live upon, ard to 
delight your ſelves in the drop.of a bucket, . than.you can or do 
find in the Ocean of goodneſs, 1 beſeech you ſcriouſly conſider of 
theſe things, all theſe things lye uppermoſt, any one may ſee 
them-in ſuch a perſons unwillingneſs and loathneſs to dye when» 

ſoever God would have him, But to proceed. EY P 
Uſe 3. In the thitd andlaſt + is may,prove a very com- 
fortable conſideration, and ſtaff of ſupport in the hands of thoſe JF | 
who labour under ſorrow and continual heavineſs of heart, be- 
cauſe of their departure of their gracious and holy Relations, 
they are dead, and you carry as if all your comforts were dead 
winghen, F hiss certain that when God gives ſuch blows, thoſe, 
that hive any thing of tenderneſs, do feel the ſmart of them. 
Breacheginthe Family do make breaches upon the Spirit. , When 
Lazarwwas dead, Jeſus wept; Mourning at Funerals is no Solce- 
ciſm, but a lovely ſight, ſo the ſorrow be kept within thoſe 
bounds that rcaſqn & Religion tave ſet it ; And where there are 


emSof E 
KEaDut 


> Cam = 


—_ —_ 4  _ Y wt © © =—=wX _ © © © 


— 


ww an @ ws XX o”unore 


%* # # mm << Aa = mw 


[35 ] als 4 
ſich breaches, they call-for binding up ;. We ſhould all b&asſ» 
many good Samaritans, pouring Oyl. into the wounds pf rhe 
Spirit, for the ſuppleing and healing of them, 


7; 2% 
God hath been pleaſed to come into this Family, and break 
the head of it, and cut it off; in taking him aways G tookawa 


atender Husband, a loviog Father, a good Mafter,a deayFriend, ' 


one that in theſe evil days owned God, his Waies, and: People, 
and kept a Church iu his Houſe, and his doors open, that hun- 
gry Souls might feed upon, and be refreſhed with the bread. of 
life, which was there from-Sabbath to Sabbath, delivered our 
uhto them. The death of ſuch a perſon is a commog lefs,- not 
only to the Familie, but to the Country too, and becauſe thereof 
youare in Heavineſs,and afflitted in your Spirits. 4 

' Neither is this your caſe alone, but of many others.” Death 
ridesin Circuit, and according to the Commilſion which it hath 
received, ſoit makes it ſeizures, here in an Husband deprived 
of thedelight of his Eyes, there \is a woman made a Widow, 
and. her Children Fatherleſs, Many a faithful, fruitful, uſeful 
Chriſtian is cut down, under whoſe ſhadow, .and/ in whoſe fel- 
lowſhip his Relations and Acquaintance did greatlywrejoyce. . -' 

- Unto ſuch I have ſomething to ſay, that rouk previ to the 
filencing of them, and that-is this, it is the will of Goc; the 

reat God will have it ſo. Thou wouldeſt have:had thy Huſ- 

nd, thy, - Wife, thy: Father, thy Child, lived longer, 'but 

God would. have him die now ; and this ſhobld kaock:all quar- 
relings, .and murmurrings,. and diſcontents down; for there is 
all the reaſon in the world why God's will ſhould take place, 
and he ſhould fullfil all his pleaſure, am} why our will ſhould 
ſubmit, and give place to God's. 

And then | have ſomething te ſay;that may quiet; & ſatisfie you 
under ſuch a providence; for it is. aot enough ſar us that we be fi- 
lent under it,unleſs we be alſo reconciled toit,& at peace witli it; 
now in order thereuntogtake theſe 2 particulars, & conſider them. 

| 1, They did ſee Gods Salvation they did depart, and 
ſothey dyed not under terrour, nor indoubt,. nor at any uncer- 
tainty, but in peace z before Deathcloſed the Eyes of their Bo- 
dies, God h pred the Eyes of their Faith, and fhewn Chriſt 
to them, and his love in Chriſt 4/and you have reaſon to be per- 
ſwaded good things concerning ——_— ſuch as petgoy 
Salvation, nay, to be now perſwaded: of, their Salvation itſelf. 


This was the reaſon of my chooſing theſe wards of Simeon for-the. . 
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of iny di at this becauſe 
like Sang of our deceafed Brother, the v ou 
ſaveſome ſhort,and holy Counſels which the gaveto his 
and mot hopeful Son,and ſhall not this ſatisfie you : -Butthen add, | 

+2. Now thatthoſe Holy ones are dead, they: ſeethoſt things 
| which they neverſaw; things that are moſt richly worth their 
_ '3 and which, as the caſe now fiurids with mankind; 

not' ſee without dying. They have thoſe 'whic 
Longs 7 ſeer bleſſed, they are taken up to the beatihcal Viſion. 
+ TFheyidonot fee an end of all their fins: and forrows, Toth 
" ſhall defile, reno CR 
way;. they ſce the accompliſhment 

| Fling? of all their prayers, the reward of- allrhcir H 

the Crownof alt their ſufferi 

Theyſce the excellent Majeſty and Glory of that G 
they had ctioſen, and do now behold his face in righteouſneſs : 
Neither is. that ſight terrible-to them as it was to the 
Mount, ſo that he did excecgingly fear and quake 
| +3 pee and: lives. andre yo ndpns, E; harſh IE 


: They ſee that 
= if for SCUnE and-waſhed meh own 
ther ag ethers Kings 


rae hall he hem hes he-is. ny ok 
as 
jchicdnvinced them, and ſanRified them; 7 ew 
them in their difficulties; frrengthned them in thei es, 
aſbted/thein in their-Uuries, and moſt Fweetly ſupported, and 
| comf6nted them inal] heir diſtiefſes., They fe 30 2ow> + Ian 
company of Angelsand [Spirits of Jaſt men made perfeet. 
ſhort, they ſcet which Eyehath-not ſeen, nor Ear Kare 
netheribath ib eatrert ines thoboury'l manto conceive, namely, 
thit-Glory,': Kingdom, Inheritadcty' thoſe Robes, "Crowns, 
ard Thrones whic God hath for them that love him. 
And ithe day is coming}, it” which they hey hall again fee thoſe Bo- 
dies; (that at their by agen Prin og A in a better 
| O' Saints thall ſee themtoo, and 
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